PART viz: 1777-8
passion, and attacked the young proselyte in the severest
terms of reproach, so that both the ladies seemed to be much
shocked.
We remained together till it was pretty late. Notwithstand-
ing occasional explosions of violence, we were all delighted
upon the whole with Johnson. I compared him at this time
to a warm West-Indian climate, where you have a bright
sun, quick vegetation, luxuriant foliage, luscious fruits; but
where the same heat sometimes produces thunder, lightning,
earthquakes, in a terrible degree.
April 17, being Good Friday, I waited on Johnson, as
usual. I observed at breakfast that although it was a part of
his abstemious discipline on this most solemn fast, to take
no milk in his tea, yet when Mrs Desmoulins inadvertently
poured it in, he did not reject it.
I told him that at a gentleman's [Langton's] house where
there was thought to be such extravagance or bad manage-
ment, that he was living much beyond his income, his lady
had objected to the cutting of a pickled mango, and that I had
taken an opportunity to ask the price of it, and found it was
only two shillings; so here was a very poor saving. JOHNSON.
'Sir, that is the blundering oeconomy of a narrow under-
standing. It is stopping one hole in a sieve.' *
And now I am to give a pretty full account of one of the
most curious incidents in Johnson's life.
It was in Butcher-row that this happened, Mr [Oliver]
Edwards, who was a decent-looking elderly man in grey
clothes, and a wig of many curls, accosted Johnson with
familiar confidence, knowing who he was, while Johnson
returned his salutation with a courteous formality, as to a
stranger. But as soon as Edwards had brought to his recol-
lection their having been at Pembroke-College together nine-
and-f orty years ago, he seemed much pleased, asked where
he lived, and said he should be glad to see him in Bolt-
court. EDWARDS. 'Ah, Sir! we are old men now.' JOHN-
SON, (who never liked to think of being old,} Don't let us
discourage one another.' EDWARDS. *Why, Doctor, you
249